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 [Date]
[Name(s)]
[Address line 1]
[Address line 2]
Rebecca Kelly
A/Manager Resource Industries
Department of Water and Environmental Regulation
Prime House, 8 Davidson Terrace, 
Joondalup, WA 6027

By email: 
info@dwer.wa.gov.au

RE: REFERRAL OF A WORKS APPROVAL UNDER THE ENVIRONMENTAL PROTECTION ACT 1986 – INVITATION FOR COMMENT

Dear Ms Kelly,

Thank you for the opportunity to comment. If only we had been informed during the early stages of the applications to mine both this site (CPS 4935) and the adjacent site at lots 53 and 1320 Banksia Road (70/915) which Hanson Construction Materials Pty Ltd (Hanson) propose to operate effectively as one site.

We, the [surname] family strongly object to Hanson’s application to the Department of Water and Environmental Regulation (DWER) for a Works Approval permit to mine Lot 6 Banksia Road and Lots 300 and 301 Boomerang Road, Oldbury, which is located close to many residential homes. We are also concerned that due process and consideration to the environmental, ecological, health and safety impacts has not occurred and that the approvals have not been adequately scrutinised. These concerns are shared by surrounding residents who have not been consulted.

We are aware of a number of failings in the approvals process and recent breaches of the approval permit where the DWER have selectively amended the Boomerang Road Clearing Permit (CPS 4935) whilst ignoring new information relating to Threatened Ecological Communities (TECs) in close proximity and new Threatened Species. This site is located adjacent to The Banksia Road reserve consisting of lots 53 and 1320 Banksia Road (70/915). These two sites provide a vital foraging and roosting habitat for two federally protected Black Cockatoos – Red Tailed Black Cockatoos and Carnaby’s Black Cockatoos. In fact, the Boomerang Road site approval was given based on an ecological linkage existing to the Banksia Road site. That is, the justification for this site depended on the large piece of bushland existing across the road, except Hanson are now proposing to mine this as well! Your department has given approvals in isolation and without consideration to the cumulative impacts.

Negligible communication and community consultation have been undertaken. Leaving residents wanting to know what is happening in regard to the Boomerang Road site that your department is responsible for approving.

The Noise Impact Assessment funded by Hanson and provided to the DWER in 2019 has attempted to pass through a lower level of control than was originally provided in the sand mining approvals:
1. Sand bunds used to protect surrounding residents from noise pollution have been reduced from three sides (western/northern/eastern sides) down to one side only (eastern side), it is suspected noise modelling has been conveniently adjusted to reduce the level of controls that supported initial mine approval.
2. Reduction of sand bund height from 7 metres (25.0 metre RL) to 5 metres (23.0 metre RL), this is based on the quarry floor being at 18.0 metres RL (ground level) as mentioned in the 2009 and 2019 Noise Impact Assessments.
3. The reduction of these controls has gone without consultation to the local residents on the northern and western sides, where a greater density of residents exists.
The Noise Impact Assessment also states:
“In addition, as there are no other industries in the immediate vicinity, the noise from the proposed quarry would not be considered to ‘significantly contribute’ to the existing noise environment.”
Surely, as there are no other industries in this area, the existing noise environment would be zero or negligible and therefore the proposed sand mine would significantly contribute to the existing noise environment. This Noise Impact Assessment disregards this fundamental consideration. The quoted sentence does not make sense and will mislead the reader to believe the proposed sand mine won’t significantly contribute.

Hanson Safety Procedures require the use of Personal Protective Equipment (PPE) as part of their Duty of Care to material handlers of quarry products including those extracting sand (mining), this Duty of Care includes the use of breathing apparatus and hermetically sealed machinery cabins with dust and toxin filtering air conditioning systems. This mine is operating next to residential-category zoning and dust suppression controls can only ever suppress at best, there is no guaranteed containment in an open environment, therefore unacceptable risk exists to residents who reside in the EPA recommended 500 metre buffer zone. The operating environment of the proposed sand mine is simply not suitable, it is not acceptable environmentally or socially.

I am also aware there are no plans or agreement with Hanson to upgrade any roads for either of the mine sites proposed adjacent to Banksia Road. This means that to allow any mining or substantial works to go ahead on either mine site, prior to significant road upgrades being completed, it would result in unacceptable risk to {my own / others} road safety and personal safety.

Urban density increases in Wellard and Oldbury have resulted in a corresponding increase in domestic traffic. We are very concerned that there will be an unacceptable increase in truck versus passenger-vehicle conflicts, given that the Mining Proposal indicates an increase in excess of 96 truck movements per day. This figure does not even include water and fuel trucks required to support mining operations. The outcome of truck versus passenger-vehicle conflicts often results in fatalities as do truck versus pedestrian/cyclist conflicts, particularly when our roads have no cycle/footpaths and have a significant number of blackspots and unfavourable road contours. We consider this potential risk arising from the proposal to us as being totally unacceptable and that the increase in truck traffic within the local area has not been addressed appropriately.

[bookmark: _GoBack]It must be reiterated that the cumulative impact of clearing and mining two adjacent sites - Lot 6 Banksia Road and Lots 300 and 301 Boomerang Road, Oldbury, and Lots 53 and 1320 Banksia Road, Wellard, has never been factored into the decision-making processes. Since Hanson propose to operate both mines concurrently, despite having sought approvals in isolation, the works approvals must seek combined modelling of the noise, dust, water extraction and traffic impacts for both sites as one operation.

Hanson have shown a total disregard for correct procedures. As well as the issues listed above Hanson have failed completely to carry out any current meaningful community consultation. Hanson has consistently demonstrated an intention to mine these sites concurrently and must be factored by the DWER.

Yours Faithfully,

[Name(s)]
Email:
Phone:

CC: 	Stephen Dawson: minister.dawson@dpc.wa.gov.au 
	Casuarina Wellard Progress Association: info@CWPA.org.au 
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